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INTRODUCTION

The Harold Washington mayoral election was an historical event of great
significance. The success of Chicago;s mass movements in the electoral
arena is a source of renewal and of ipspiratiqn. The point of this paper
s to outline the main“higﬁorical background that shaped the mayoral
election in Chicago in 1983. It is with this level of understanding that
we can more accdrately draw out the present and future implications of the
Chicago experience, both for national and local urban poiitics in geﬁerai;

as well as Black liberation protest politics in particular.
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